Conference on Key Child Rights Issues
Odisha State Level on 20-11-2025

National Conference on Child Rights to
strengthen Chlld safety and well-being

Bhubaneswar(By Abhishek
Mohanty): The National Com-
mission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR), in collabora-
tion with the School & Mass
Education Department, Govern-
ment of Odisha, organised a
National Conference on Key
Child Rights Issues at the Rev-
enue Officers Training Institute
(ROTI), Bhubaneswar. The
event witnessed participation
from senior officials, including
Jadumani Mahala, Additional
Secretary, S& ME Department,
Babita Patra, Chairperson,
OSCPCR, Sangeeta Behera,
ADG, OSEPA, Dr. Madhulika
Sharma, Principal Research &
Technical Expert, NCPCR, Manoj
Patra JD, ROTL and Dr. Santosh
Kumar Rout, JD. OSEPA along
with representatives from
OSEPA, district administration,

EOs, mental health officers,

" e Pratecson of Chuid figess

bers.

Addressing the gathering as
Chief Guest, Babita Patra
stressed the importance of pre-
venting school dropouts, curb-
ng child migration through sea-
sonal hostels, strengthening in-
terdepartmental collaboration
between WCD and S&ME, and
eliminating child marriage and
child labour through counsel-
ling and community engage-
ment. Manoj Patra highlighted
the growing impact of climate
change on child rights and
called for increased awareness
on nutrition, sports, and holis-
tic development. Jadumani
Mahala reiterated the commit-
ment to ensuring that every
child remains in school and re-
ceives foundational learning
support through initiatives like
Shishu Vatika. The conference
aimed at advancing policies and

protection, and holistic well-be-

ng in schools and communities.
Delivering the welcome address,
Sangeeta Behera underscored

the need for safe, inclusive, umJl
emotionally supportive school

environments.

Dr. Madhulika Sharma high-
lighted NCPCR's key interven-
tions, including the resolution
of 26,000 child-related cases in|
the past six months, the rescue|
and rehabilitation of 2,300 chil-
dren affected by labour and traf-
ficking, the repatriation of over
1.000 children to home-district
CCls, and the introduction of]
new initiatives such as the
Sugar Board and Al-based men-|
tal health support systems. The
conference featured thematic|
sessions by eminent experts
Prof. Laxmidhar Behera (RIE
Bhubaneswar)  discussed]]
operationalising child protec-
tion under NEP 2020; Prof.
Gouranga Charan Nanda
(Ravenshaw University) spoke
on mental health and well-being
in the context of holistic educa-
tion; and Prof. Biraj Swain (NLU
Odisha) elaborated on the Icgall

framework surrounding Juve-
nile Justice, POCSO, and child
safety. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Santosh Kumar Rout, Joint Di-|
rector, OSEPA, who acknowl-

edged the contributions of all
dignitaries, experts, and partici-

pating departments in maki

r
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Bhubaneswar, (TNB):
The National Commis-
sion for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR),
in collaboration with the
School & Mass Education
Department, Government
of Odisha, organised a
National Conference on
Key Child Rights Issues
at the Revenue Officers
Training [nstitute
(ROTTI), Bhubaneswar.
The event witnessed par-
ticipation from senior of-
ficials, including Shri
Jadumani Mahala, Addl.
Secretary, S&ME Depart-
ment, Smt. Babita Patra,
Chairpcrmn OSCPCR,
Smt. Sangeeta Behera,
ADG, OSEPA, Dr.
Madhulika Sharma, Prin-
cipal Research & Techni-
prcm NCPCR, Shri

Strengthen Child

Manoj Patra,JD, ROTI,
and Dr. Santosh Kumar
Rout, JD, OSEPA along
with representatives from
OSEPA. district adminis-
tration, ADEOs, mental
health officers, DCPOs,
and SMC/PTA members.
Addressing the gathering
as Chief Guest, Smt.
Babita Patra stressed the
importance of preventing
school dropouts, curbing
child migration through

hostels,

scasonal
strengthening interde-
partmental collaboration
between WCD and
S&ME, and eliminating
child marriage and child
labour through counsel-
ling and community en-
gagement. Shri Manoj
Patra highlighted the
growing impact of climate
change on child rights and
called for increased aware-
ness on nutrition, sports,

National Conference on Child Rights to
Safety and Well-being

and holistic development.
Shri Jadumani Mahala re-
iterated the commitment
to ensuring that every
child remains in school
and receives foundational
leaning support through
initiatives like Shishu
Vatika.

The conference aimed at
advancing policies and
practices to ensure child
safety, protection, and ho-
listic well-being in schools

and communities. Deliver-
ing the welcome address,
Smt. Sangeeta Behera un-
derscored the need for
safe, inclusive, and emo-
tionally supportive school
environments. Dr.
Madhulika Sharma high-
lighted NCPCR’s key in-
terventions, including the
resolution of 26,000 child-
related cases in the past six
months, the rescue and
rehabilitation of 2,300
children affected by labour
and trafficking, the repa-
triation of over 1,000 chil-
dren to home-district
CCls, and the introduction
of new initiatives such as
the Sugar Board and Al-
based mental health sup-
port systems.
ence featured thematic ses-
sions by eminent experts:

The confer-

Prof. Laxmidhar Behera
(RIE Bhubaneswar) dis-
cussed operationalising
child protection under
NEP  2020;  Prof.
Gouranga Charan Nanda
(Ravenshaw University)
spoke on mental health
and well-being in the con-
text of holistic education;
and Prof. Biraj Swain
(NLU Odisha) elaborated
on the legal framework
surrounding Juvenile Jus-
tice, POCSO, and child
salety. The event con-
cluded with a vote of]
thanks by Dr. Santosh
Kumar Rout, Joint Direc-
tor, OSEPA,
knowledged the contribu-

who ac-

tions of all dignitaries, ex-
perts, and participating
departments in making
the conference a success,
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