Conference on Key Child Rights Issues
District Level Mandi 11-11-2025

Mandi hosts first district-level conference)
on child rights and drug-free society

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

A one-day district-lev-
el conference on child
rights and protection
was held today at the
Zila Parishad Hall, Man-
di, under the joint aegis
of the Mandi District
Administration and the
National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR). The
event focused on key
issues including educa-
tion, the Juvenile Justice
Act, and the POCSO Act.

Deputy Commission-
er Apoorv Devgan, who
presided over the con-
ference, emphasized
that collective efforts
are essential to safe-
guard children’s rights
and build a drug-free
society. He urged all
participants to apply the
lessons learned during
the session and intro-
spect on whether their
work aligns with the
larger goal of child wel-

fare. Devgan noted that
Mandi is the first district
in Himachal Pradesh
to organize such a con-
ference, and the INCP-
CR aims to hold similar
events across the coun-
try.
Calling drug addic-
tion a serious barrier to
children’s growth and
potential, Devgan said
it must be treated as a
major topic of concern.
He appealed to teachers

Dis

and parents to help chil-
dren realize their capa-
bilities and steer them
toward positive develop-
ment. Highlighting that
children are the most
vulnerable during disas-
ters, he stressed the im-
portance of prioritizing
child safety in disaster
management plans.

“India can only be-
come a developed nation
when its younger gener-
ation is empowered and

self-reliant,”
said. Ile directed the
District Child Protec-
tion Officer to compile
ten key takeawayvs from
the conference to guide
future policymaking and
child protection initia-
tives.

Senior Advisor to
NCPCR, Umesh Chan-
dra Sharma, in his key-
note address, under-
lined that every child
rights case represents a
personal story, not just
a statistic. He informed
that INCPCR resolved
more than 26,000 cases
in the past six months,
rescued 2,300 children,
and rehabilitated over
1,000 in their home
districts. ITe added that
the Commission is de-
veloping artificial in-
telligence-based tools
to address child mental
health issues, cyberse-
curity challenges, and

Devgan

online
material.
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